














































































































































































































































































































































































































10,000 hectares, of cocoa crop in the State. Besides free seedling distributidn, government
has also over the years distributed other agro-inputs at 50% of the price and makes
arrangement for long-term loan scheme to support cocoa production in the State. G()\.femment
is equally involved in providing the technological services and capacity to, farmers.
Government has undertaken free distribution of polyhone bags and hybrid cocoa pods, to
farmers under farmer support scheme. It has equally made provision for trained extension
agents to educate farmers on the modern technelogy of cocoa production and management in
the State.

With the commencement of exportation of gradea cocoa beans through the Calabar
port, the export bottleneck in terms of transportation cost, risk, poor pricing of the commodity

and other associated vices wil} soon be over.

In view of the above, it is the intention of Government to consistently ensure the
rehabilitation of at least 5,000 hectares of cocoa yearly, since there is a{failébility of lgrge
hectares of land. This in the long run is expected to boost the economic buoyancy of the
farmers, improve living standards of her citizenry and income generation base of the State.
Policy Thrust

The following are the strategic policy thrust for cocoa development.

» Nursery development and distribution of hybrid seedlings to farmers;

\d

Integrated cocoa estates plantation development and expansién in partnership and
collaboration with the communities;
Management, rehabilitation and expansion of govemm’ént owned plantations;

Small scale holding easement to farmers of Government- owned plantations.

A A 4

Evaluation and provision of extension services.
> Management and manpower development training & retraining.
» Farmer infrastructure development.

Cocoa Rehabilitation Projections
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